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And they beheld their strong walls crashed
And broken through and breached and smashed.
They saw their strength reduced amain.
So many wounded were and slain.
Nevertheless, within the wall
Were still six thousand men in all,                                    5,080
Mashtub 31 and Karakush 3- likewise;
But these beleaguered enemies
No longer had hope of relief.
And well they knew the wrath and grief
Which all our host felt, consequent
On the death of Aubery Clement 5
They knew the death of sons and brothers,
31 Saif ed-Din abu PHasan All ibn Ahmad ibn All al Haija ibn Abd Allah ibn Abi
3l-Halil ibn Marzuban al-Hakkari al Mashtub was one of Saladin's most trusted emirs.
Ibn Kallikan says of him (I, 164) : "None of Salah-ad-din's emirs were on an equality
with him, nor even approached him, in rank and influence. They used to call him the
grand emir, this being the title by which he was known, and which was borne by no
other." He accompanied Saladin to the siege of Acre and was sent into the city to com-
mand its defense in 1191. He negotiated the terms of the surrender of Acre and became
the prisoner of Richard, who kept him closely confined at Acre. He was finally released
upon payment of a ransom of 30,000 dinars and rejoined Saladin on June 14, 1192.
The sultan appointed him governor of Naplouse but he did not long enjoy the position,
for he died less than a hundred days after his release, in Jerusalem on November i,
1192. (Ibn Kallikan, I, 164, and Beha ed Din, fafsim.)
32 Beha ed Din Karakush ibn Abd Allah al-Asadi was a former servant of Shirkuh's
who rendered signal services to Saladin in the occupation of Egypt. He was created
governor of the palace and later lieutenant of the sultan in Egypt, and it was he who
built the citadel of Cairo. In 1189 he was appointed governor of the citadel of Acre,
and he commanded that fortress throughout the siege. With the surrender of Acre he
became the prisoner of Philip, who turned him over to Conrad at Tyre. Conrad sold
him to the duke of Burgundy, who in turn gave him to Richard in payment of a debt
of 1,500 Ibs. of silver which he owed. (Roger of Hoveden, III, 126-28, 181.) He was
ransomed in October 1192 for a considerable sum: Beha ed Din (p. 395) says 200,000
gold piecesj Ibn Kallikan (II, 521) says in one place 10,000 dinars and in another
30,000 pieces of gold. Bar Hebraeus (p. 340)  tells an anecdote to the effect that
Karakush^ ransom had been fixed at 8,000 gold pieces, but that when he heard that
al Mashtub had been charged 30,000, he felt it beneath his dignity to allow himself to
be ransomed for an inferior figure. He died at Cairo in April, 1201. Both Ibn Kallikan
(IV, 498) and Bar Hebraeus say that he was a eunuch, the latter asserting that he was
a Greek. He had a reputation for pomposity and stupidity which caused him to be
caricatured after his death, but as Ibn Kallikan remarks, he could not have been so
stupid or Saladin would not have trusted him as he did.